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Our purpose is to 

promote good 

fellowship between 

horsemen and a 

greater understanding 

of horses. 

CORRAL CHATTER 
 August 2022                                                   SANTA CLARA COUNTY HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

This month we lost a champion of equestrian causes in Kitty Monahan. 

She, for the last over four decades, pursued her passion for making 

Almaden Valley a paradise for nature lovers and made a significant 

contribution to convince Santa Clara County and the Santa Clara County 

Park System to invest in creating the parks in Almaden Valley that we all 

enjoy so much. She invested her life to this community to also preserve 

its history. She understood the unrelenting forces of development but 

made sure that the development was not blind to the preservation of 

open spaces. Like in every community, there are the quiet resilient and 

persistent residents who are a force to contend with, though you wouldn’t 

know it if you met them – Kitty was that person in Almaden Valley and we 

all should understand the loss not only to her family, but to the 

community. 

To honor her and continue the work she did so well will surely take more 

than one person, so let us continue working to advance the intent and 

commitment she had, through our personal efforts and through the 

SCCHA – immortalize her as a person and her legacy. 

I also want to take this opportunity to wish her family courage and 

strength as they deal with the passing of Kitty, from all of us at SCCHA. 
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SCCHA MEMBERSHIP 

  The 2022 Calendar is being organized with plenty of varied activities to interest both you and your horse. 

Check out the calendar so far: 

DATE EVENT         

August 13 Share-the-Trails Booth at Calero Park 

August 19 General Dinner Meeting – Good old fashioned Potluck! 

August 21 5D Playday 

Sept. 10 New Almaden Day “Jump In” Parade 

Sep. 17 Playday Buckle Show 

Oct. 7 -10 Jack Brook Campout – La Honda 

Oct. 22 Hoof-Beats Halloween Costume Party & Pumpkin Carving 

Oct. 23 Hoof-Beats Tack Sale 

Dec. 10 Installation Dinner 

Dec. 11 Hoof-Beats Polar Express Holiday Party & Craft Extravaganza 

 

     

 

                                                

LAST ONE! 
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Reported by Rachael Parakh 

Our Horsemen's Association had a grand showing at this year's 146th Morgan Hill Fourth of July Parade. 

Gratefully, the morning weather was cool for both horses and riders. A celebratory spirit was in the air, with 

veteran riders welcoming new members, helping to dress the horses in their festive red, white and blue. Our 

mounted group was led by Yvonne Lee who has been with our Association for 32 years. She has served on 

many color guard teams and was honored to process with our historic Association flag this year. Lucia and 

Rachael Parakh carried our Association banner and each wore vintage Horsemen's parade shirts recently 

donated by Fran Martarano.  

     

Chris Minkler, Kathleen O'Neill, Tami Moore, Tia Smouse, Shannen Cullinan, Rosemary and Mark Stokes were 

our formidable riders. Each represented our Association with professionalism, waving to the excited crowds 

gathered along the parade route. One boy called out from the side, "I want to ride a horse!" Just the kind of 

response our Association was wanting to elicit. Riding in parades is a great way to grow community spirit and 

the public's interest in riding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yvonne leading the club! 
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Our next parade showing will be the New Almaden Day Parade on September 10th. Mark your calendars, we'd 

love for you to either ride with us or cheer from the sidelines! To RSVP, text Yvonne Lee, (408) 203-1795. 

Rachael Parakh, SCCHA’s Director of Public Outreach, also submits these important updates. 

 

Wildfire Preparation 

With an intense wildfire season expected, our Association has invited CalFire/San Jose Fire to present at our 

next Speaker Night. While a date is being finalized, we wanted to share important website links. "Having the 

right information, at the right time, will help you make the right decision in a wildfire emergency or disaster." 

For county emergency preparedness information, click on: www.PrepareSCC.org. For free emergency alerts to 

your mobile devices, landlines, and/or email, click or Ctrl click on: www.AlertSCC.org. 

 

Shared-Use Trails Information Table 

We are excited to announce that following our last Speaker Night with Santa Clara Country Parks, we are 

teaming with Kristy Barton, Park Ranger for Calero and Almaden Quicksilver, to host a shared-use trail safety 

information table. Liz Kehoe, Jennifer Lien-Gonzales and Rachael Parakh will represent our equestrian 

community and have horses available for the public to meet. Ranger Barton will be reaching out to both the 

cyclist and hiker communities so they can also have representation. We look forward to all working together 

toward trail safety! Saturday, August 13th from 8-11am at Calero Park San Vicente trailhead. 
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http://www.preparescc.org/
http://www.alertscc.org/
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Past and Present Combined 

This year, our Association has made a concerted effort to highlight our historic legacy while reaching out and 

growing our current participation in the community. To visually represent this joining of past and present, our 

board discussed bringing elements of our original logo into the current logo. This corral chatter gives us a 

chance to proudly unveil the new combined logo and share it with our membership. 

 

Survey for SCC Park Equestrian Usage 

If you ride in a Santa Clara County park between now and Aug. 15th, PLEASE take the time to do this survey. 

It's Available till August 15th, and completing the survey will enter you in a drawing to win one of five $100 gift 

cards. 

More importantly, you identify the volume of horse use in our parks!  

 

Here is the link to the website www.CountyParksSurvey.com 
 

 

http://www.countyparkssurvey.com/
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Super-volunteers in action: Karen Tarasco groomed the arena and Yvonne Lee mowed the grass so everything 

was spiffy for the show! Deb, Tami, and Kathleen in the announcer’s booth. 
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The SCCHA’s third Playday was a big success! The night before the show, participants and non-Playday 

participants alike arrived with or without their horses for a social potluck. Following the desserts, there was 

organized line-dancing lessons and crafts for the kids and juniors. Soap-making, anyone?  Afterwards 

some folks stayed to camp overnight on the grounds for a stress-free next day.   

The next morning many more rigs rolled in and the place was soon populated by riders and spectators.  

Great idea to those who brought pop-ups for more shade. There are all levels of competitors who are out 

having a great time with their horses ranging from “running” the course in-hand (adorable!) to gaiting 

throught the poles, to sprinting like a rodeo champ for the best time. The event went off smoothly and 

even finished up before the day got too hot. Event results were tallied up and can be found on the SCCHA 

Facebook page.  

Thanks to everyone who came and especially a Huge Shout Out to the July 5D Playday Volunteers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Volunteer Who to Contact

19-Aug Summer Potluck

16-Sep Brook Paul

21-Oct Courtney Adamo

18-Nov Board of Directors

10-Dec Catered Holiday Party

Canned Food 

Drive November NEEDED LATER

Kathleen O'Neill: 

koneill_950372003@yah

oo.com

Clubhouse & 

Grounds 

Upkeep

As-needed

NEEDED BEFORE 

AUGUST 21 

PLAYDAY

Yvonne Lee 

(408) 203-1795

Red means there is a real need for volunteers. Grounds work takes a village!

Dinner 

Providers for 

General 

Meeting

Kathleen would 

appreciate 

volunteers to help 

with set-up and 

clean-up. 

Volunteer Corner 
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Submit a horse or member photo that is funny, shocking, or embarrassing along with a caption (or we’ll make 

one up!) to Jayne.hesley@gmail.com. 

 

      

Photo Funnies and Classified Ads 

 
Bobcat/ Dump Trailer/Tractor Service 

In Santa Clara County Area 

No job too small 

Call for a free job estimate 

(408) 489-4412 or 

tomhornak@gmail.com 

 

 “Oh, so that’s what those black 

birds with the red wings are 

called” thinks Sage.  

Horse Lover ISO Horse to Ride 
For/With You 

Intermediate rider is looking for an 

opportunity to help you keep your second (or 

third!) decently well-mannered horse ridden 

by accompanying you on trail rides. If an 

arrangement like this will suit you, please 

contact member Michele Hiatt at (408) 506-

9619 or speak with her at a General Meeting. 

 

mailto:Jayne.hesley@gmail.com
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Want to submit something to the 
Newsletter? 

The Santa Clara County Horsemen’s Association 
publishes the Corral Chatter monthly for its 
members and friends. Please send articles of 
interest to Jayne Hesley by the 25th of the month 
to be published in the next month’s edition.  

Members receive free 

personal classified ads. 

Members’ business ads 

will cost half of the price 

shown at right.  For new 

ads, renewals, or 

cancellations, contact 

jayne.hesley@gmail.com 

Monthly rates for non-

members’ business ads.   
 

Business Card         $  5.00 

¼ Page Ad        $10.00 

½ Page Ad        $20.00 

Full Page Ad        $40.00 

 

Position Name Email address Phone 

President Sundeep Dugar bry1ish2@pacbell.net 408-425-4625 

Vice President Tami Moore tdm992004@yahoo.com 408-772-9016 

Secretary 
Jennifer Lein-

Gonzales 
jenligo@gmail.com 408-445-0339 

Treasurer & Horse 

Events 
Yvonne Lee yvonneleecdf@gmail.com 408-203-1795 

Sgt at Arms Courtney Adamo walkernation@yahoo.com 408-891-3724 

Past President & 

Insurance 
Linda Carcione lindabcarcione@gmail.com 408-476-1683 

Hall Rentals Sandie Quinones sandieque@yahoo.com 408-927-6647 

Membership 

Junior Program 
Kathleen O’Neill koneill_950372003@yahoo.com 408-590-3933 

Horse Activities Liz Kehoe lizzyk@aol.com 408-504-7452 

Beverages and Bar Shalla Villett vranch@comcast.net 408-888-9043 

Website Suzy Paulazzo spaulazzo75@yahoo.com 650-759-8445 

Board Member Open Position   

Board Member Tom Hornak sccha.hornak@gmail.com 408-489-4412 

Public Outreach Rachael Parakh rachael.parakh@gmail.com 408-242-2654 

County Liaison Cathy Angell bry1ish2@pacbell.net 408-687-3198 

Newsletter Jayne Hesley jayne.hesley@gmail.com 408-348-9008 

    

 

ADVERTISING IN THE NEWSLETTER 

 

mailto:jayne.hesley@gmail.com

